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7 Southeast Parish Leaders Call  
for B.R. - N.O. Passenger Rail Line 

 
Service Deemed Crucial to Regional Development 

 
GONZALES, La. – Citing billions of dollars in planned industrial development throughout 
the region, the leaders of seven southeast Louisiana parishes are calling on the state’s 
next governor to establish passenger rail service between New Orleans and Baton Rouge.  
 
The leaders represent Orleans, East Baton Rouge, Ascension, Jefferson, St. John the 
Baptist, St. Charles and St. James parishes. With a combined population of 2.2 million 
people, all seven parishes are members of the Louisiana Super Region Rail Authority, a 
group designated by the Legislature to develop and promote the proposed rail line.  
 
“Industries in our region have planned more than $20 billion in development and expansion 
projects over the next several years. This will place huge demands on our transportation 
system,” says Kristin Gisleson-Palmer, chairwoman of the Rail Authority. “Passenger rail 
service will connect employers to a wider labor pool and give residents better access to 
jobs and affordable housing. It will also play a critical role in public safety during hurricanes 
and other disasters.” 
 
The Rail Authority organized a media conference on Sept. 16 in Gonzales at the site of 
what would be Ascension’s stop along the proposed rail line. The parish leaders who took 
part in the news conference were: 
 

• East Baton Rouge Mayor-President Kip Holden 
• Ascension Parish President Tommy Martinez 
• St. Charles Parish President V.J. St. Pierre Jr. 
• Jefferson Parish President John Young 
• St. John Parish President Natalie Robottom 
• St. James Parish President Timmy Roussel 
• New Orleans Deputy Mayor Andy Kopplin 

 
Also taking part was Knox Ross, chairman of the Southern Rail Commission, a multi-state 
agency that advocates for passenger rail throughout the South.  
 
The Southern Rail Commission is in the final stages of compiling a gubernatorial briefing 



book. The document outlines critical next steps for the proposed passenger line, including 
details for funding. It will be presented to candidates in this fall’s gubernatorial race and to 
the public later this month.  
 
More information on the announcement and the release of the briefing book will be posted 
on the Rail Authority’s website, lsrra.org, as it becomes available. 
 
About the Louisiana Super Region Rail Authority 
The Louisiana Super Region Rail Authority is a new regional authority and formal 
collaboration of local governments formed via legislation that empowers its members to 
plan, pursue and finance passenger rail in coordination with state, regional and municipal 
entities. For more information, visit lsrra.org. 
 
About the Southern Rail Commission 
The Southern Rail Commission is a multi-state authority including Louisiana, Mississippi 
and Alabama. The commission engages and informs public and private rail interests to 
support and influence southeast rail initiatives. They promote the safe, reliable and efficient 
movement of people and goods to enhance economic development along rail corridors; 
provide transportation choices; and facilitate emergency evacuation routes. 
	  


